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An important, massively researched and revelation-filled work of history that uncovers how decisions
made by the first Bush White House preordained the current administration’s decision to invade Iraq.

“Is this a one-time thing, or should we foreshadow more to come?”

This was the prophetic question posed by National Security Adviser Brent Scowcroft in a secret April 1991
memorandum about the postwar management of Iraq, two months after the United States had defeated Iraqi
forces in Operation Desert Storm—but left Saddam Hussein securely in power. Circle in the Sand challenges
the widely held notion that Saddam’s survival was the result of a spur-of-the-moment decision by the first
President Bush and his inner circle (especially the “Reluctant Warrior” Colin Powell) to call off the Desert
Storm campaign "one day too soon."

Through interviews with the Bush team’s principal decision makers—including President George H.W.
Bush, Dick Cheney, Brent Scowcroft, and Paul Wolfowitz—as well as hundreds of never-before-revealed
White House documents, Christian Alfonsi shows how Saddam’s survival was the result of a calculated
decision, albeit one with disastrous consequences, which had settled the issue of how the first Iraq war would
end long before it even began. Circle in the Sand also provides the definitive account of the collapse of the
first Bush administration’s Iraq policy after the war.

Unprecedented in its detail about the decision making inside the Bush White House during the first Gulf
War, Circle in the Sand provides not only a dramatic portrait of history in the making but also a compelling
rationale for the United States’ mishandling of the current situation in Iraq. Did we invade Iraq in 2003 to
ensure that George W. Bush would not suffer an electoral fate in 2004 similar to his father’s defeat in 1992?
Circle in the Sand forces us to consider that disturbing scenario and its larger implications for the American
war on terror.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Circle in the Sand: Why We
Went Back to Iraq book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Dan Williams:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Circle in the
Sand: Why We Went Back to Iraq suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. Often the book untitled Circle in the Sand: Why We Went Back to Iraqis a single of several books this
everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Tom Carter:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming
to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually Circle in the Sand: Why We Went Back to Iraq.

Ryan Fox:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list will be Circle in the Sand: Why We Went Back to Iraq. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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