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For a Western world anxious to understand Islam and, in particular, Shi’ism, this book arrives with urgently
needed information and critical analysis. Hamid Dabashi exposes the soul of Shi’ism as a religion of
protest—successful only when in a warring position, and losing its legitimacy when in power.

Dabashi makes his case through a detailed discussion of the Shi’i doctrinal foundations, a panoramic view of
its historical unfolding, a varied investigation into its visual and performing arts, and finally a focus on the
three major sites of its contemporary contestations: Iran, Iraq, and Lebanon. In these states, Shi’ism seems to
have ceased to be a sect within the larger context of Islam and has instead emerged to claim global political
attention. Here we see Shi’ism in its combative mode—reminiscent of its traumatic birth in early Islamic
history. Hezbollah in Lebanon claims Shi’ism, as do the militant insurgents in Iraq, the ruling Ayatollahs in
Iran, and the masses of youthful demonstrators rebelling against their reign. All declare their active loyalties
to a religion of protest that has defined them and their ancestry for almost fourteen hundred years.

Shi’sm: A Religion of Protest attends to the explosive conflicts in the Middle East with an abiding attention
to historical facts, cultural forces, religious convictions, literary and artistic nuances, and metaphysical
details. This timely book offers readers a bravely intelligent history of a world religion.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Stauffer:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need that Shi'ism: A Religion of Protest to read.

Marie Daugherty:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Shi'ism: A Religion of Protest book is readable by means of you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Shi'ism: A
Religion of Protest content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Shi'ism: A Religion of Protest is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Evan Miller:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Shi'ism: A
Religion of Protest, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Kimberly Hutton:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your personal free
time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Shi'ism: A Religion of Protest can be very good book to read. May be
it is usually best activity to you.
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