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On a December day in 1885, Bill Barnes, a journeyman from the New York World, and Joe McCann,
representing the New York Herald, faced off in a match race of Swifts, compositors who set type by hand,
individually, letter by letter, with incredible accuracy and speed. McCann got off to a slow start, but at the
end of the four-hour race, he joined shopfloor legends Clinton "The Kid" DeJarnatt and the "Velocipede"
George Arensberg as a working-class hero. It was not the last race of its kind between Swifts, but already
looming were changes both social and technological that would cause these gifted tramp printers to
disappear.

In The Swifts, Walker Rumble, himself a printer and printing historian, follows the trail of these colorful
compositors who became famous by winning typesetting races. Tellingly, at the same time that the most
celebrated contests were taking place, technological and cultural forces were threatening the Swifts' way of
life. First women printers vied for shopfloor legitimacy; then, in the mid-1880s, typesetting machines such as
Mergenthaler's Linotype arrived, replacing the artisans forever.

With the spread of digital technologies at the beginning of the twenty-first century, we are experiencing a
revolution in printing matched only by two previous events: Gutenberg's fifteenth-century invention of
movable type and the advent of typesetting machines that replaced the Swifts. Joining narrative historians of
technology such as Robert Darnton, Henry Petroski, Dava Sobel, and Ross King, Rumble tells a fascinating
story that will entertain aficionados of print culture while explaining the larger cultural dislocations wrought
by technological change.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Swifts: Printers in the Age of
Typesetting Races book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Luis Acosta:

This The Swifts: Printers in the Age of Typesetting Races are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Swifts: Printers in the Age of Typesetting Races can be
on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed a person with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The
Swifts: Printers in the Age of Typesetting Races forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Samantha Flowers:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Swifts: Printers in the Age of Typesetting Races why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Kevin Williams:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The Swifts: Printers in the Age of Typesetting
Races or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes The Swifts: Printers in the Age of Typesetting Races to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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