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In 1939, the Oregon Webfoots, coached by the visionary Howard Hobson, stormed through the first NCAA
basketball tournament, which was viewed as a risky coast-to-coast undertaking and perhaps only a one-year
experiment. Seventy-five years later, following the tournament's evolution into a national obsession, the first
champions still are celebrated as "The Tall Firs." They indeed had astounding height along the front line, but
with a pair of racehorse guards who had grown up across the street from each other in a historic Oregon
fishing town, they also played a revolutionary fast-paced game.
  
Author Terry Frei's track record as a narrative historian in such books as the acclaimed Horns, Hogs, and
Nixon Coming, plus a personal connection as an Oregon native whose father coached football at the
University of Oregon for seventeen seasons, make him uniquely qualified to tell this story of the first
tournament and the first champions, in the context of their times. Plus, Frei long has been a fan of Clair Bee,
the Long Island University coach who later in life wrote the Chip Hilton Sports Series books, mesmerizing
young readers. In 1939, the Bee-coached LIU Blackbirds won the NCAA tournament's rival, the national
invitation tournament in New York--then in only its second year, and still under the conflict-of-interest
sponsorship of the Metropolitan Basketball Writers Association. Frei assesses both tournaments and, given
the myths advanced for many years, his conclusions in many cases are surprising.
  
Both events unfolded in a turbulent month when it more apparent that Hitler's belligerence would draw
Europe and perhaps the world into another war . . . soon. Amid heated debates over to what extent America
should become involved in Europe's affairs this time, the men playing in both tournaments wondered if they
might be called on to serve and fight. Of course, as some of the Webfoots would demonstrate in especially
notable fashion, the answer was yes.
  
It was a March before the Madness.
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From reader reviews:

Mona Savoy:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love March 1939: Before the
MadnessThe Story of the First NCAA Basketball Tournament Champions, you are able to enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Jeffrey Peak:

March 1939: Before the MadnessThe Story of the First NCAA Basketball Tournament Champions can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight
arrangement in writing March 1939: Before the MadnessThe Story of the First NCAA Basketball
Tournament Champions however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Timothy Payne:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this March 1939: Before the MadnessThe
Story of the First NCAA Basketball Tournament Champions publication written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
doubt March 1939: Before the MadnessThe Story of the First NCAA Basketball Tournament Champions as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't
ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Samuel Ware:

You can get this March 1939: Before the MadnessThe Story of the First NCAA Basketball Tournament
Champions by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written
or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try



to choose proper ways for you.
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