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President Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society was breathtaking in its scope and dramatic in its impact. Over the
course of his time in office, Johnson passed over one thousand pieces of legislation designed to address an
extraordinary array of social issues. Poverty and racial injustice were foremost among them, but the Great
Society included legislation on issues ranging from health care to immigration to education and
environmental protection. But while the Great Society was undeniably ambitious, it was by no means
perfect. In Prisoners of Hope, prize-winning historian Randall B. Woods presents the first comprehensive
history of the Great Society, exploring both the breathtaking possibilities of visionary politics, as well as its
limits.

Soon after becoming president, Johnson achieved major legislative victories with the 1964 Civil Rights Act
and the 1965 Voting Rights Act. But he wasn’t prepared for the substantial backlash that ensued. Community
Action Programs were painted as dangerously subversive, at worst a forum for minority criminals and at best
a conduit through which the federal government and the inner city poor could bypass the existing power
structure. Affirmative action was rife with controversy, and the War on Poverty was denounced by
conservatives as the cause of civil disorder and disregard for the law. As opposition, first from white
conservatives, but then also some liberals and African Americans, mounted, Johnson was forced to make a
number of devastating concessions in order to secure the future of the Great Society. Even as many
Americans benefited, millions were left disappointed, from suburban whites to the new anti-war left to
African Americans. The Johnson administration’s efforts to draw on aspects of the Great Society to build a
viable society in South Vietnam ultimately failed, and as the war in Vietnam descended into quagmire, the
president’s credibility plummeted even further.

A cautionary tale about the unintended consequences of even well-intentioned policy, Prisoners of Hope
offers a nuanced portrait of America’s most ambitious—and controversial—domestic policy agenda since
the New Deal.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Prisoners of Hope: Lyndon B. Johnson, the Great Society, and the
Limits of Liberalism.

Antoine Harris:

The book Prisoners of Hope: Lyndon B. Johnson, the Great Society, and the Limits of Liberalism make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Prisoners of Hope: Lyndon B. Johnson, the Great Society, and the Limits of
Liberalism being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read
a e-book Prisoners of Hope: Lyndon B. Johnson, the Great Society, and the Limits of Liberalism. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Bruce Herrera:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Prisoners of Hope: Lyndon B. Johnson, the Great Society, and the Limits of Liberalism
book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding Prisoners of Hope: Lyndon B. Johnson, the Great Society, and the Limits of Liberalism
content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Prisoners of Hope: Lyndon B.
Johnson, the Great Society, and the Limits of Liberalism is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Carrie Francis:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended to you personally is Prisoners of Hope: Lyndon B. Johnson, the Great Society, and the Limits
of Liberalism this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain
it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suitable all of you.
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