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A critical era in California's history and development—the building of the first roads over the Sierra
Nevada—is thoroughly and colorfully documented in Thomas Howard's fascinating book. During
California's first two decades of statehood (1850-1870), the state was separated from the east coast by a sea
journey of at least six weeks. Although Californians expected to be connected with the other states by
railroad soon after the 1849 Gold Rush, almost twenty years elapsed before this occurred. Meanwhile,
various overland road ventures were launched by "emigrants," former gold miners, state government
officials, the War Department, the Interior Department, local politicians, town businessmen, stagecoach
operators, and other entrepreneurs whose alliances with one another were constantly shifting. The broad
landscape of international affairs is also a part of Howard's story.

Constructing roads and accumulating geographic information in the Sierra Nevada reflected Washington's
interest in securing the vast western territories formerly held by others. In a remarkably short time the Sierra
was transformed by vigorous exploration, road-promotion, and road-building. Ox-drawn wagons gave way to
stagecoaches able to provide service as fine as any in the country. Howard effectively uses diaries, letters,
newspaper stories, and official reports to recreate the human struggle and excitement involved in building the
first trans-Sierra roads. Some of those roads have become modern highways used by thousands every day,
while others are now only dim traces in the lonely backcountry.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

This Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. That Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California without we know teach the one who examining it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California can bring
once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even phone. This Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California having good arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Gregory Mackenzie:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California, you can tells your family, friends and soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Marguerite Boutte:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get before. The Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California giving you one more experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Audrey Rivas:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California can give you a lot of
good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This



publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California.
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