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In 1837, while charting the Amazonian country of Guiana for Great Britain, German naturalist Robert
Schomburgk discovered an astounding "vegetable wonder"--a huge water lily whose leaves were five or six
feet across and whose flowers were dazzlingly white. In England, a horticultural nation with a mania for
gardens and flowers, news of the discovery sparked a race to bring a live specimen back, and to bring it to
bloom. In this extraordinary plant, named Victoria regia for the newly crowned queen, the flower-obsessed
British had found their beau ideal.

In The Flower of Empire, Tatiana Holway tells the story of this magnificent lily, revealing how it touched
nearly every aspect of Victorian life, art, and culture. Holway's colorful narrative captures the sensation
stirred by Victoria regia in England, particularly the intense race among prominent Britons to be the first to
coax the flower to bloom. We meet the great botanists of the age, from the legendary Sir Joseph Banks, to Sir
William Jackson Hooker, director of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, to the extravagant flower collector
the Duke of Devonshire. Perhaps most important was the Duke's remarkable gardener, Joseph Paxton, who
rose from garden boy to knight, and whose design of a series of ever-more astonishing glass-houses--one, the
Big Stove, had a footprint the size of Grand Central Station--culminated in his design of the architectural
wonder of the age, the Crystal Palace. Fittingly, Paxton based his design on a glass-house he had recently
built to house Victoria regia. Indeed, the natural ribbing of the lily's leaf inspired the pattern of girders
supporting the massive iron-and-glass building.

From alligator-laden jungle ponds to the heights of Victorian society, The Flower of Empire unfolds the
marvelous odyssey of this wonder of nature in a revealing work of cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Brown:

The book The Flower of Empire: An Amazonian Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the World it
Created gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Flower of Empire: An Amazonian
Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the World it Created to become your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Flower of Empire: An Amazonian Water
Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the World it Created. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Stephen Bruns:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Flower of Empire:
An Amazonian Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the World it Created book because book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Joshua Allen:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. The Flower of Empire: An Amazonian Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom,
and the World it Created can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free
time problems.

Stephanie Bush:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book The Flower of Empire: An Amazonian Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the World it
Created we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must love to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life with that book The Flower of Empire: An Amazonian Water Lily, The Quest to Make it Bloom, and the



World it Created. You can more attractive than now.
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