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In the late 1950s and early 1960s, the writers of the Beat Generation revolutionized American literature with
their iconoclastic approach to language and their angry assault on the conformity and conservatism of
postwar society. They and their followers took aim at the hypocrisy and taboos of their time--particularly
those involving sex, race, and class--in such provocative works as Jack Kerouac's On the Road (1957), Allen
Ginsberg's "Howl" (1956), and William S. Burroughs's Naked Lunch (1959).

In this Very Short Introduction, David Sterritt offers a concise overview of the social, cultural, and aesthetic
sensibilities of the Beats, bringing out the similarities that connected them and also the many differences that
made them a loosely knit collective rather than an organized movement. Figures in the saga include Neal
Cassady, Gregory Corso, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, John Clellon Holmes, Carolyn Cassady, and Gary Snyder.
As Sterritt ranges from Greenwich Village and San Francisco to Mexico, western Europe, and North Africa,
he sheds much light on how the Beats approached literature, drugs, sexuality, art, music, and religion.
Members of the Beat Generation hoped that their radical rejection of materialism, consumerism, and
regimentation would inspire others to purify their lives and souls as well. Yet they urged the remaking of
consciousness on a profoundly inward-looking basis, cultivating "the unspeakable visions of the individual,"
in Kerouac's phrase. The idea was to revolutionize society by revolutionizing thought, not the other way
around. This book explains how the Beats used their antiauthoritarian visions and radical styles to challenge
dominant values, fending off absorption into mainstream culture while preparing ground for the larger, more
explosive social upheavals of the 1960s.

More than half a century later, the Beats' impact can still be felt in literature, cinema, music, theater, and the
visual arts. This compact introduction explains why.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Nikki Jones:

The actual book The Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Josue Denson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book The Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book offers high quality.

Jean Hogue:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need
more time to be read. The Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Isaiah Owens:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you is The
Beats: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this e-book consist a lot of the information of
the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he
makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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