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The antebellum letters in the Skinner Family Papers – housed in the University of North Carolina’s Southern
Historical Collection in Chapel Hill – were written primarily by Tristrim Lowther Skinner; his sister,
Penelope; his father, Joseph Blount Skinner; and his sweetheart, Eliza Fisk Harwood. These eloquent
documents reflect a complex and densely layered world teeming with life, vibrant in their particularity.
Marked by great depth and continuity, the letters reveal much about the background of a terrible war, the
subtleties of courtship and coming-of-age rituals, and the season-to-season labors of the “lean decade.” Here
is an Old South that challenges contemporary ideas of belles and debutante balls, defies the myth of the
languid planter basking in sun-drenched abundance, and redefines a genteel society within the context of a
devastating economic collapse. Here is an Old South practicing restraint and attempting to live within its
means.

Mary Maillard’s extensively researched monograph is an essential guide for readers of the coming-of-age
letters of Penelope, Tristrim, and Eliza Harwood Skinner, as well as a general introduction to antebellum
southern culture in North Carolina and Virginia. Like other planter correspondence, almost nothing is
mentioned in the Skinner Family Papers about the institution of slavery – although several slave lists survive.
As Maillard explains, the Skinners’ attitudes towards slavery were complex, contradictory, and conflicted,
particularly in that the family had evolved in three generations from antislavery Quakers to slaveholding
planter elites. Connecting 18th century documents in the Skinner papers with those in Swem Library at the
College of William and Mary, Maillard also reconstructs longstanding kinship links between Edenton, North
Carolina, and Williamsburg, spanning nearly a hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called A
Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Jessica Ball:

The book A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make studying a book A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family
Papers 1826-1850 for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a
e-book A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Eugene Hughes:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is
this A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850.

Kenneth Porter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this A Map of Time and Blood: An
Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 guide written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still doubt A Map of Time and Blood: An Introduction to the Skinner Family Papers 1826-1850 as good
book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by



its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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