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This is the fourth edition of BOOK COLLECTING. It attempts to show that book collecting is enjoyable and
a reasonably good investment over the long run. It explains some of the terms used in the trade and how to
identify, purchase, care for, and sell first editions. It also includes an interpretation of the rationale that drives
collecting interests, which admittedly may be an attempt to explain the unexplainable.

BOOK COLLECTING includes tips, trends, terms and more for the experienced or novice collector. Covers
how and what to collect, books as objects, collecting for the fun of it or for investment, first-edition
identification, the economics of the trade, sources for books, knowledgeable buying, theories on pricing,
condition grades and guidelines, estimating values, signed books, limited editions, and more. With
appendices listing first-edition identification by publisher, terms used in the book trade, author and general
bibliographies, literary prize winners & high spots, and more. By the author of COLLECTED BOOKS: THE
GUIDE TO IDENTIFICATION AND VALUES, a standard reference for the book collectors and dealers.
Praise for past editions includes, "Here is a guide for the novice book collector and a reference tool for the
more experienced bibliophile" (The Washington Post); "The best reference work I know on the subject is
Book Collecting: A Comprehensive Guide by Allen and Patricia Ahearn. We keep a copy at ABE, and I use
it much as a Scrabble player uses a dictionary." (Rick Pura, Advance Book Exchange); "Talk to any
bookseller anywhere for any length of time, and you'll encounter the name Ahearn. Book Collecting should
be required reading for all beginners, and booksellers and experienced collectors" (Dianne Young, Southern
Living); "Best single-volume source for libraries" (Library Journal).
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Schmitt:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Book Collecting: A Comprehensive Guide
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Ronnie Hamilton:

Typically the book Book Collecting: A Comprehensive Guide will bring one to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to
read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Book Collecting: A Comprehensive Guide is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Steven Stockton:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Book Collecting: A Comprehensive Guide.

David Hoag:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Book Collecting: A Comprehensive Guide can be
the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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