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What did the founders of America think about religion? Until now, there has been no reliable and impartial
compendium of the founders' own remarks on religious matters that clearly answers the question. This book
fills that gap. A lively collection of quotations on everything from the relationship between church and state
to the status of women, it is the most comprehensive and trustworthy resource available on this timely topic.

The book calls to the witness stand all the usual suspects--George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James
Madison, Benjamin Franklin, and John Adams--as well as many lesser known but highly influential
luminaries, among them Continental Congress President Elias Boudinot, Declaration of Independence signer
Charles Carroll, and John Dickinson, "the Pennsylvania Farmer." It also gives voice to two founding
"mothers," Abigail Adams and Martha Washington.

The founders quoted here ranged from the piously evangelical to the steadfastly unorthodox. Some were
such avid students of theology that they were treated as equals by the leading ministers of their day. Others
vacillated in their conviction. James Madison's religious beliefs appeared to weaken as he grew older.
Thomas Jefferson, on the other hand, seemed to warm to religion late in life. This compilation lays out the
founders' positions on more than seventy topics, including the afterlife, the death of loved ones, divorce, the
raising of children, the reliability of biblical texts, and the nature of Islam and Judaism.

Partisans of various stripes have long invoked quotations from the founding fathers to lend credence to their
own views on religion and politics. This book, by contrast, is the first of its genre to be grounded in the
careful examination of original documents by a professional historian. Conveniently arranged alphabetically
by topic, it provides multiple viewpoints and accurate quotations.

Readers of all religious persuasions--or of none--will find this book engrossing.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Alfonso:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Founders on Religion: A Book of Quotations.

Katrina Varga:

This The Founders on Religion: A Book of Quotations book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This particular The Founders on Religion: A Book of Quotations without we comprehend teach the
one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Founders on
Religion: A Book of Quotations can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Founders on
Religion: A Book of Quotations having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Sarah Acres:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Founders on
Religion: A Book of Quotations suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled The Founders on Religion: A Book of Quotationsis the main one of several
books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you
a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this
book.

Janice Leon:

The Founders on Religion: A Book of Quotations can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Founders on Religion: A
Book of Quotations but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
new stage of crucial imagining.
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