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Vera and David have been passionately in love since the day they met more than twenty years ago. They live
in the Blue Mountains where Vera is a sculptor and David makes furniture. Their son, Ben, is at university in
Sydney.

Or at least he was. What the Light Hides begins five months after Ben’s death, an apparent suicide. Vera is
trying to pick up the pieces, but David cannot let go, cannot believe that Ben is dead. He goes to Sydney,
ostensibly to work, but cannot get Ben out of his mind. He keeps seeing him in the street, visits the room
where he was living, goes in pursuit of Ben’s friends. His refusal to come to terms with the death of his son
is destroying his relationship with Vera, but he cannot help himself, in spite of all the evidence. David is
risking everything.

Mette Jakobsen’s gifts of delicate and empathetic observation are on display in this tender and moving novel,
a much-anticipated follow-up to her debut, The Vanishing Act.

Mette Jakobsen was born in Copenhagen, Denmark and now lives in Newtown, Sydney. She has a PhD in
Creative Writing and a BA in philosophy. In 2004 she graduated from NIDA’s Playwrights Studio and
several of her plays have been broadcast on ABC Radio National. Her novels are The Vanishing Act,
shortlisted for the Commonwealth Book Prize in 2012, and What the Light Hides.

‘Mette Jakobsen is an expert in creating images...Jakobsen describes the sights and sounds of inner-city
Newtown as lovingly as she details the bush in the Blue Mountains.’ Readings

‘A moving look at love and loss.’ New Zealand Women’s Weekly

‘Jakobsen skillfully paints the picture of grief, illustrates the importance of empathetic support and shows
just how destructive denial can be. Her characters are real and flawed, and it is impossible not to feel their
suffering. She evokes her setting, both the mountains and the inner city, with consummate ease. Many
readers will find they are moved to tears by this stirring read.’ BookMooch

‘A short book that packs an emotional punch.’ Otago Daily Times

‘Jakobsen’s sensory sensibility shines…Beautifully evocative and undoubtedly Australian in its voice.’
Farrago

‘A tenderly rendered story…Quietly written with a deft hand and a light touch.’ Geelong Advertiser

‘This was such powerful writing, and I could feel all of the characters leaping out of their pages like real
people…I felt like I was walking the streets of Sydney and the mountain homes.’ Cosy Dragon
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

The book What the Light Hides give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book What the Light Hides to get your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book What the Light Hides.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this book?

Michael Durkin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book What the Light Hides. All type of
book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Brian Mejia:

This What the Light Hides book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular What the Light
Hides without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
be worry What the Light Hides can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This What the Light Hides
having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Kevin Pennell:

You will get this What the Light Hides by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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