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"A Descent into the Maelström" is an 1841 short story by Edgar Allan Poe. In the tale, a man recounts how
he survived a shipwreck and a whirlpool. It has been grouped with Poe's tales of ratiocination and also
labeled an early form of science fiction. Inspired by the Moskstraumen, it is couched as a story within a
story, a tale told at the summit of a mountain climb in Lofoten, Norway. The story is told by an old man who
reveals that he only appears old—"You suppose me a very old man," he says, "but I am not. It took less than
a single day to change these hairs from a jetty black to white, to weaken my limbs, and to unstring my
nerves." The narrator, convinced by the power of the whirlpools he sees in the ocean beyond, is then told of
the "old" man's fishing trip with his two brothers a few years ago. Driven by "the most terrible hurricane that
ever came out of the heavens", their ship was caught in the vortex. One brother was pulled into the waves;
the other was driven mad by the horror of the spectacle, and drowned as the ship was pulled under. At first
the narrator only saw hideous terror in the spectacle. In a moment of revelation, he saw that the Maelström is
a beautiful and awesome creation. Observing how objects around him were pulled into it, he deduced that
"the larger the bodies, the more rapid their descent" and that spherical-shaped objects were pulled in the
fastest. Unlike his brother, he abandoned ship and held on to a cylindrical barrel until he was saved several
hours later. The old man tells the story to the narrator without any hope that the narrator will believe it.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua McIntosh:

The book A Descent Into the Maelstrom can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book A Descent Into the
Maelstrom? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book A Descent Into
the Maelstrom has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Beverly McClendon:

Typically the book A Descent Into the Maelstrom has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Nancy Leto:

This A Descent Into the Maelstrom is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for
you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A Descent Into the
Maelstrom in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Robert Oshea:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and A Descent Into the Maelstrom or maybe others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are
helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes A
Descent Into the Maelstrom to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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