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''This is an important book. Our School is vibrant and alive. Sam Chaltain's keen insights and warm, readable
prose invite readers to experience the complex, challenging, often frustrating, and occasionally triumphant
lives of four caring teachers and their students. I urge you to accept the invitation.''
--John Merrow, education correspondent, PBS NewsHour, and president,
Learning Matters, Inc.

''What Our School shows with passion and precision is that education is about real people leading real lives
in real places. If school doesn't engage them, it doesn t work, no matter what the accountants and
policymakers may say. That's what this book is really about and why it's so important for anyone who
genuinely cares about schools, communities, and their children.''
--From the Foreword by Sir Ken Robinson, world-renowned author and educator

Almost every major American city is experimenting with school choice--a deeply controversial idea that is
dramatically reshaping public education. Will the wider array of school options help parents and educators
identify better strategies for helping all children learn? Or will the high stakes of the marketplace end up
privatizing this most public of institutions? Education activist Sam Chaltain believes that before we can
answer these questions, we must put a human face on the modern landscape of teaching and learning. Our
School documents a year in the life of two schools in the nation's capital--one a new charter school just
opening its doors, the other a neighborhood school that first opened in 1924. Chaltain weaves together the
observations and emotions of the people whose lives intersect there, and the triumphs and the challenges they
experience. The result is an unsettling, complex portrayal of American public education. Our School is
important reading for educational policymakers, administrators, parents, the media, and anyone who aspires
to be a teacher.

Book Features:

* Specific recommendations for creating a healthy, high-functioning school.
* A detailed account of what school choice actually looks and feels like to the people who experience it.
* A vivid description of the modern classroom and what it's really like to teach in public school.
* An important focus on the humanity of teachers (their personal histories, their reasons for entering the
profession, their day-to-day challenges).
* An intimate look at the inner lives of children (their biggest fears and needs, their moments of triumph and
understanding).
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From reader reviews:

Chris Gibbons:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that Our School: Searching for Community
in the Era of Choice book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Patricia Howard:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer can be Our School: Searching for Community in the Era of Choice why because the
amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.

Greg Christenson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be examine. Our
School: Searching for Community in the Era of Choice can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
an individual who have those short free time problems.

Gary Roth:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Our School: Searching for
Community in the Era of Choice or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Our School: Searching for Community in the Era of Choice to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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