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When the Soviet Union collapsed, many hoped that Russia s centuries-long history of autocratic rule might
finaly end. Y et today’ s Russia appears to be retreating from democracy, not progressing toward it. Ruling
Russia is the only book of its kind to trace the history of modern Russian politics from the Bolshevik
Revolution to the presidency of Vladimir Putin. It examines the complex evolution of communist and post-
Soviet leadership in light of the latest research in political science, explaining why the democratization of
Russiahas all but failed.

William Zimmerman argues that in the 1930s the USSR was totalitarian but gradually evolved into a normal
authoritarian system, while the post-Soviet Russian Federation evolved from a competitive authoritarian to a
normal authoritarian system in the first decade of the twenty-first century. He traces how the

sel ectorate—those empowered to choose the decision makers—has changed across different regimes since
the end of tsarist rule. The selectorate was limited in the period after the revolution, and contracted still
further during Joseph Stalin’s dictatorship, only to expand somewhat after his death. Zimmerman also
assesses Russia' s political prospectsin future elections. He predicts that while areturn to totalitarianismin
the coming decade is unlikely, so too is democracy.

Richin historical detail, Ruling Russia isthe first book to cover the entire period of the regime changes from
the Bolsheviksto Putin, and is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand why Russia still struggles
to implement lasting democratic reforms.
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From reader reviews:
William Prentice:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking
at abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especialy this Ruling Russia: Authoritarianism
from the Revolution to Putin book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Erin Marshall:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Ruling Russia: Authoritarianism from the Revolution to
Putin as your daily resource information.

David Byrd:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Ruling Russia: Authoritarianism from the Revolution to Putin can be good book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Nicholas Mishler:

Ruling Russia: Authoritarianism from the Revolution to Putin can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Ruling Russia:
Authoritarianism from the Revolution to Putin neverthel ess doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucia pondering.
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