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Based on research in the Inquisitorial archives, the book recounts the story of a peasant fertility cult centred
on the benandanti. These men and women regarded themselves as professional anti-witches, who (in dream-
like states) apparently fought ritual battles against witches and wizards, to protect their villages and harvests.
If they won, the harvest would be good, if they lost, there would be famine. The inquisitors tried to fit them
into their pre-existing images of the witches’ sabbat. The result of this cultural clash which lasted over a
century, was the slow metamorphosis of the benandanti into their enemies – the witches. Carlo Ginzburg
shows clearly how this transformation of the popular notion of witchcraft was manipulated by the
Inquisitors, and disseminated all over Europe and even to the New World. The peasants’ fragmented and
confused testimony reaches us with great immediacy, enabling us to identify a level of popular belief which
constitutes a valuable witness for the reconstruction of the peasant way of thinking of this age.
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From reader reviews:

Willette Bickel:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. The Night Battles (RLE Witchcraft): Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short
spare time problems.

Jesus Thresher:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Night Battles (RLE Witchcraft): Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and
Seventeenth Centuries provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Laura Dumas:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually The Night Battles (RLE Witchcraft): Witchcraft and Agrarian
Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.

Lorna Dews:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but in addition novel and The Night Battles (RLE Witchcraft): Witchcraft and
Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries or even others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In
different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Night Battles (RLE Witchcraft): Witchcraft
and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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