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"Portolan charts," so called from the Italian adjective portolano, meaning "related to ports or harbours," were
born during the 12th century in the maritime community. These charts, drawn on parchment and crisscrossed
with lines referring to the compass directions, indicated the succession of ports and anchorages along the
shores, and were used by European sailors exploring the world up until the 18th century.

Not only used as navigational instruments on boats, they were also produced for wealthy sponsors in the
form of illuminated images of the world, to illustrate the economic and political interests of the major
European sea powers.

This book takes stock of the state of knowledge on these maps, bringing together contributions from a dozen
European specialists, who trace the history and diversity of styles and places of production of these charts.

This type of mapping is approached from three angles. The first part, "The Mediterranean," refers to the
manufacture and use of the first charts, centered on the Mediterranean, and the persistence of this tradition in
the Mediterranean basin until the 18th century.

The second part, "The Open Sea," shows how these regional charts have evolved from a technical and
iconographical point of view at the time of the great European voyages, in order to include the oceans and
new worlds.

The third part, "The Indian Ocean," shows how these charts, in a maritime area where ancient civilizations
coexisted, were dependent on other cartographic traditions (ancient, Arab, Asian) before joining the
information reported by Portuguese sailors and European trading companies in the modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

Exactly why? Because this The Golden Age of Maritime Maps: When Europe Discovered the World is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Hyacinth Mills:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The Golden
Age of Maritime Maps: When Europe Discovered the World your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get previous to. The The Golden Age of Maritime Maps: When Europe Discovered
the World giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Adam Allen:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One
of many books in the top list in your reading list will be The Golden Age of Maritime Maps: When Europe
Discovered the World. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Erma Ward:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore , this The Golden Age of Maritime Maps: When Europe Discovered the World can make
you sense more interested to read.
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