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A frighteningly prescient novel of today’s America—one man’s story of a racially charged real estate
experiment in Detroit, Michigan.

“You get in the habit of living a certain kind of life, you keep going in a certain direction, but most of the
pressure on you is just momentum. As soon as you stop the momentum goes away. It’s easier than people
think to walk out on things, I mean things like cities, leases, relationships and jobs.”

Greg Marnier, Marny to his friends, leaves a job he doesn’t much like and moves to Detroit, Michigan in
2009, where an old friend has a big idea about real estate and the revitalization of a once great American
city. Once there, he gets involved in a fist-fight between two of his friends, a racially charged trial, an act of
vigilante justice, a love affair with a local high school teacher, and a game of three-on-three basketball with
the President—not to mention the money-soaked real estate project itself, cut out of 600 acres of emaciated
Detroit. Marny’s billionaire buddy from Yale, Robert James, calls his project “the Groupon model for
gentrification,” others call it “New Jamestown,” and Marny calls it home— until Robert James asks him to
leave. This is the story of what went wrong.

You Don’t Have to Live Like This is the breakout novel from the “fabulously real” (Guardian) voice of the
only American included in Granta’s Best of Young British Novelists. Using the framework of our present
reality, Benjamin Markovits blurs the line between the fictional and the fact-based, and captures an invisible
current threaded throughout American politics, economics, and society that is waiting to explode.
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From reader reviews:

Rickie Miller:

Here thing why this specific You Don't Have to Live Like This: A Novel are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. You Don't Have to Live Like This: A Novel giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with You Don't Have
to Live Like This: A Novel. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of You Don't Have to Live Like This: A Novel in e-book can be
your alternate.

Cindi Russell:

The guide with title You Don't Have to Live Like This: A Novel contains a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Kevin Diaz:

The book untitled You Don't Have to Live Like This: A Novel contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author
provides you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Andrew Gillon:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This You Don't Have to Live Like This: A
Novel can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?
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