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An extraordinary American comes to life in this vivid, groundbreaking portrait of the early days of the
republic--and the birth of modern politics

When the roar of the Revolution had finally died down, a new generation of American politicians was
summoned to the Potomac to assemble the nation's newly minted capital. Into that unsteady atmosphere,
which would soon enough erupt into another conflict with Britain in 1812, Dolley Madison arrived,
alongside her husband, James. Within a few years, she had mastered both the social and political intricacies
of the city, and by her death in 1849 was the most celebrated person in Washington. And yet, to most
Americans, she's best known for saving a portrait from the burning White House, or as the namesake for a
line of ice cream.
Why did her contemporaries give so much adulation to a lady so little known today? In A Perfect Union,
Catherine Allgor reveals that while Dolley's gender prevented her from openly playing politics, those very
constraints of womanhood allowed her to construct an American democratic ruling style, and to achieve her
husband's political goals. And the way that she did so--by emphasizing cooperation over coercion, building
bridges instead of bunkers--has left us with not only an important story about our past but a model for a
modern form of politics.

Introducing a major new American historian, A Perfect Union is both an illuminating portrait of an unsung
founder of our democracy, and a vivid account of a little-explored time in our history.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Clarke:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation
of the American Nation book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Amy Dixon:

A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation yet doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Victor Shepard:

The book untitled A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice study.

Beverlee Guthrie:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the
American Nation was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Perfect Union:
Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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