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Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1 (A), University of Tubingen (New Philology), course: Introduction to Literary Studies: Drama, 3 entries in
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Oscar Wilde′s "The Importance of Being Earnest" was on
stage for the first time in 1895. Since then, it seems to have lost nothing of its wit. People still consider it
funny, when Algernon and Jack, both alias Ernest, bend the truth to jazz up their lives, ending up with seri-
ous problems. But what is it actually that made, that still makes Wilde′s play funny? What is the connection
between a certain reply from Algernon or Lady Bracknell and the audience or reader trem-bling with
laughter (or at least smiling)? This paper will be concerned with the question whether it is possible to trace
all of Wilde′s comical devices, perhaps even all possible forms of humour, back to one basic "recipe of
laughter". People tried to do this, although the matter seems to be extremely complicated. Who has not yet
experienced the embarrassment, while trying to explain a pun or joke to somebody who did not get it on the
first time: the comical element slips through your fingers like water and soon seems to have never existed,
although it has caused audible and visible effect, namely laughter, a moment before. We will start from what
the philosopher Henry Bergson found out about mechanisms of the comic effect and see if his theory
accounts for Wilde′s play being comical. Later I want to outline the theory of bisociation, which Arthur
Koestler brought up, and finally analyze the play along the lines of the theoretical apparatus he developed.
Throughout the second chapter I will show that both theories will break down if confronted with certain
forms of the comic element.
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From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

The book Mechanisms of the comic effect in Oscar Wilde's "The importance of being earnest": An analysis
according to Henry Bergson and Arthur Koestler can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Mechanisms
of the comic effect in Oscar Wilde's "The importance of being earnest": An analysis according to Henry
Bergson and Arthur Koestler? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Mechanisms of the comic effect in Oscar Wilde's "The importance of being earnest": An
analysis according to Henry Bergson and Arthur Koestler has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Randall Briggs:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to reading a book.
The book Mechanisms of the comic effect in Oscar Wilde's "The importance of being earnest": An analysis
according to Henry Bergson and Arthur Koestler it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Cindi Russell:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mechanisms of the comic effect in Oscar
Wilde's "The importance of being earnest": An analysis according to Henry Bergson and Arthur Koestler can
be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Shawn Young:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Mechanisms of the comic effect in Oscar Wilde's "The
importance of being earnest": An analysis according to Henry Bergson and Arthur Koestler can give you a
lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone



more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Mechanisms of the comic effect in Oscar Wilde's
"The importance of being earnest": An analysis according to Henry Bergson and Arthur Koestler.
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