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Why do life-saving prescription drugs cost so much? Drug companies insist that prices reflect the millions
they invest in research and development. In this gripping exposé, Merrill Goozner contends that American
taxpayers are in fact footing the bill twice: once by supporting government-funded research and again by
paying astronomically high prices for prescription drugs. Goozner demonstrates that almost all the important
new drugs of the past quarter-century actually originated from research at taxpayer-funded universities and at
the National Institutes of Health. He reports that once the innovative work is over, the pharmaceutical
industry often steps in to reap the profit.

Goozner shows how drug innovation is driven by dedicated scientists intent on finding cures for diseases, not
by pharmaceutical firms whose bottom line often takes precedence over the advance of medicine. A
university biochemist who spent twenty years searching for a single blood protein that later became the best-
selling biotech drug in the world, a government employee who discovered the causes for dozens of crippling
genetic disorders, and the Department of Energy-funded research that made the Human Genome Project
possible--these engrossing accounts illustrate how medical breakthroughs actually take place.

The $800 Million Pill suggests ways that the government's role in testing new medicines could be expanded
to eliminate the private sector waste driving up the cost of existing drugs. Pharmaceutical firms should be
compelled to refocus their human and financial resources on true medical innovation, Goozner insists. This
book is essential reading for everyone concerned about the politically charged topics of drug pricing,
Medicare coverage, national health care, and the role of pharmaceutical companies in developing countries.
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From reader reviews:

Mack Washburn:

The book The $800 Million Pill: The Truth behind the Cost of New Drugs can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The $800 Million
Pill: The Truth behind the Cost of New Drugs? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The
$800 Million Pill: The Truth behind the Cost of New Drugs has simple shape however you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Darcie Hartman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The $800 Million Pill: The Truth behind the Cost of New Drugs, you may
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a e-book.

Karl Henderson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The $800 Million Pill: The Truth behind the Cost of
New Drugs why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Robert Long:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The $800 Million Pill: The
Truth behind the Cost of New Drugs which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?



Let's see.
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