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Spanning nearly a century, the letters in this collection revolve around a central event in the history of a
southern family: the death of the eldest son owing to sickness contracted during service in the Confederate
Army. The letters reveal a slaveowning family with keen interests in art, music, and nature and an
unshakable belief in their religion and in the Confederate cause.

William Seagrove Smith was a private in the signal corps of the Eighteenth Battalion, Georgia Infantry.
Smith was part of the force defending Savannah until it fell in late 1864, and then marched with General
William J. Hardee in his famous retreat out of the city and through the Carolinas. Like so many other soldiers
on both sides of the conflict, William Smith fell not at the hands of an enemy but from disease. He died in
Raleigh, North Carolina, on July 7, 1865. A parallel and complementary story about William's younger
brother, Archibald, also emerges in the letters. As a cadet at Georgia Military Institute, Archibald was (as his
parents fervently wished) exempt from service; however, he ultimately saw?and survived?action before the
war's end.

Scattered among the many lines in the letters that are devoted to the two brothers are a wealth of particulars
about agricultural, industrial, and social life in the family's north Georgia community of Roswell, the Smith
family's flight from Sherman's invasion force, their lives as refugees in south Georgia, and a final reunion of
the Smith brothers outside of Savannah just after the city's fall. Also included are a number of moving
exchanges between the Smiths and the family that cared for William in his final days.

A brief history of the Smith family through 1863 begins the correspondence, while the letters following the
war reveal their fortitude in the face of William's death and the hardships of Reconstruction. The volume
concludes with selected letters from the subsequent generation of Smiths, who conjure images of the Old
South and revive the memory of William. Like the most distinguished Civil War-era letter collections, The
Death of a Confederate introduces a personal dimension to its story that is often lost in histories of this
sweeping event.
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From reader reviews:

Rene Defeo:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Death of a Confederate: Selections from
the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Kim Salgado:

The book The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of
Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the good thing like a book The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the
Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of
Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Willie Dominguez:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald
Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The Death of a Confederate: Selections from
the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 content conveys the idea easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of
the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Marian Knight:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that



need more time to be learn. The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith
Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have
those short spare time problems.
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