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In this compelling, readable narrative, Joe Sherman explores virtually every aspect of the Saturn project,
America's biggest and most publicized industrial success of the last decade. Here is the whole story--Saturn's
mysterious beginnings inside General Motors in 1982; the site hunt that involved 38 states and ended in
Spring Hill, Tennessee; the plant's construction and the transfer of 5,000 UAW members to a historic
Southern backwater; and finally the small car's triumph in the marketplace (Consumer Reports and J.D.
Powers both dubbed Saturn a made-in-America breakthrough)--all woven together into a candid, panoramic
tapestry.
In the Rings of Saturn has a striking immediacy: the reader sees almost first-hand GM's 1991 Annual
Meeting at the Grand Ole Opry led by chairman Robert Stempel, as gadfly stockholders turn the event into a
parody. We spend a week on the crankshaft machining line under the care of paternal, bearlike teamleader
Bob Courtemanche, experiencing Saturn's revolutionary but troubled team structure. We even drive around
with Spring Hill's flamboyant, tobacco-spitting mayor George Jones, who tells Sherman that the difference
between a "Yankee" and a "damned Yankee" is "a Yankee comes here and goes home; a damned Yankee
stays." Dozens of characters, from local farmers, to inspired assembly line workers, to "car smarts and gut
feel" engineers, move across these pages. Through these flesh-and-blood portraits, Sherman brings to life a
very American story of renewal and growth, of great hope and soured expectations, of greed and lost
opportunities. And he reveals as well the downside of the project--that while the car itself is a triumph, the
project has failed to provide either the learning laboratory General Motors needed or a model for positive
redevelopment rural America yearns for.
In the Rings of Saturn is both the anatomy of a corporate triumph and an incisive commentary on industrial
renewal in the United States. And it exposes the high hopes and earthshattering disappointments that occur
when big business appears in rural areas. It is a volume that will enlighten business readers, inform the
automotive industry, and entertain Saturn car buyers, many of whom will think: "My little car means all
this?"
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

The book In the Rings of Saturn can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book In the Rings of Saturn? Some of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book In the Rings of Saturn has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Raymond Llamas:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this In the
Rings of Saturn, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Kent Dennis:

You will get this In the Rings of Saturn by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Melinda Walton:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book In the Rings of Saturn to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try
to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the
reserve In the Rings of Saturn can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of this time.
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