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The Book of the Dead by Muriel Rukeyser was published as part of her 1938 volume U.S. 1. The poem,
which is probably the most ambitious and least understood work of Depression-era American verse,
commemorates the worst industrial accident in U.S. history, the Gauley Tunnel tragedy. In this terrible
disaster, an undetermined number of men—likely somewhere between 700 and 800—died of acute silicosis,
a lung disorder caused by prolonged inhalation of silica dust, after working on a tunnel project in Fayette
County, West Virginia, in the early 1930s.
After many years of relative neglect, The Book of the Dead has recently returned to print and has become the
subject of critical attention. In Muriel Rukeyser’s “The Book of the Dead,” Tim Dayton continues that study
by characterizing the literary and political world of Rukeyser at the time she wrote The Book of the Dead. 
Rukeyser’s poem clearly emerges from 1930s radicalism, as well as from Rukeyser’s deeply felt calling to
poetry. After describing the world from which the poem emerged, Dayton sets up the fundamental factual
matters with which the poem is concerned, detailing the circumstances of the Gauley Tunnel tragedy, and
establishes a framework derived from the classical tripartite division of the genres—epic, lyric, and dramatic.
Through this framework, he sees Rukeyser presenting a multifaceted reflection upon the significance,
particularly the historical significance, of the Gauley Tunnel tragedy. For Rukeyser, that disaster was the
emblem of a history in which those who do the work of the world are denied control of the vast powers they
bring into being.
Dayton also studies the critical reception of The Book of the Dead and determines that while the
contemporary response was mixed, most reviewers felt that Rukeyser had certainly attempted something of
value and significance. He pays particular attention to John Wheelwright’s critical review and to the defenses
of Rukeyser launched in the 1980s and 1990s by Louise Kertesz and Walter Kalaidjian. The author also
examines the relationship between Marxism as a theory of history governing The Book of the Dead and the
poem itself, which presents a vision of history.
Based upon primary scholarship in Rukeyser’s papers, a close reading of the poem, and Marxist theory,
Muriel Rukeyser’s “The Book of the Dead” offers a comprehensive and compelling analysis of The Book of
the Dead and will likely remain the definitive work on this poem.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Logan:

The event that you get from Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead is the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to understand but Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this kind of Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead instantly.

Thomas Melendez:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Rose Villegas:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to
be examine. Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead can be your answer since it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Barbara Figueroa:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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