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Costa Rica, a country of no larger than West Virginia, hosts more than 830 species of birds, more than in all
of North Amerian north of Mexico. It may well be the only country in the world with as many bird species
and habitats to be found in such a small area. Within two hours' drive from San Jose, one can see quetzals in
highland forests, antbirds in lowland forests, or shorebirds and ibises in mangrove swamps.

This lavishly illustrated book is the most comprehensive treatment of a rich tropical avifauna ever presented
in a single volume suitable for its use in the field. With is full coverage of waterbirds and migrants as well as
resident tropical species, and its coverage of such topics as plumages, vocalizations, food habits, nesting, and
distribution, it is truly a guide to the birds themselves, not merely a guide to their identification.

Gary Stiles and Alexander Skutch first set the stage for the birds by briefly describing the landforms,
vegetation, and climates of Costa Rica. For those who want to take "that second long look" to interpret what
they see, the authors discuss some aspects of evolution, ecology, and behavior of Costa Rican birds, and
report on the costly and courageous conservation efforts the country is making in face of discouraging odds.
The family and species accounts that follow, covering some 400 pages, make up the bulk of the book, with
52 magnificent color plates illustrating virtually ever species of Costa Rican bird, migrants as well as
residents. There are also practical tips for trips in the field and descriptions of good birding locations, with
specific directions for travel by car, public transport, and on foot, as well as three maps.

A highly readable, portable encylopedia to the fascinating, ever-surprising birds of Costa Rica, this book will
be welcomed by birders and other naturalists, professional and amateur ornithologists, ecologists, travelers,
and conservationlists throughout the northern Neotropics.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Willis:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question since just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific A Guide to the Birds of
Costa Rica (Civilization) to read.

Shawn Hodgin:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica (Civilization).

Nancy Hedrick:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica
(Civilization), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Kevin Zavala:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica
(Civilization) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation A Guide to the
Birds of Costa Rica (Civilization) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to a different sixth sense.
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