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Every winter settlers of the U.S. and Canadian Mountain West could expect to lose dozens of lives to deadly
avalanches. This constant threat to trappers, miners, railway workers-and their families-forced individuals
and communities to develop knowledge, share strategies, and band together as they tried to survive the
extreme conditions of "avalanche country." The result of this convergence, author Diana Di Stefano argues,
was a complex network of formal and informal cooperation that used disaster preparedness to engage legal
action and instill a sense of regional identity among the many lives affected by these natural disasters.

Encounters in Avalanche Country tells the story of mountain communities' responses to disaster over a
century of social change and rapid industrialization. As mining and railway companies triggered new kinds
of disasters, ideas about environmental risk and responsibility were increasingly negotiated by mountain
laborers, at the elite levels among corporations, and in socially charged civil suits. Disasters became a
dangerous crossroads where social spaces and ecological realities collided, illustrating how individuals,
groups, communities, and corporate entities were all tangled in this web of connections between people and
their environment.

Written in a lively and engaging narrative style, Encounters in Avalanche Country uncovers authentic stories
of survival struggles, frightening avalanches, and how local knowledge challenged legal traditions that
defined avalanches as acts of god. Combining disaster, mining, railroad, and ski histories with the theme of
severe winter weather, it provides a new and fascinating perspective on the settlement of the Mountain West.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Raynor:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Encounters in Avalanche Country:
A History of Survival in the Mountain West, 1820-1920 (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western
History and Biography) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Victor Loy:

This Encounters in Avalanche Country: A History of Survival in the Mountain West, 1820-1920 (Emil and
Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) tend to be reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Encounters in Avalanche Country: A History
of Survival in the Mountain West, 1820-1920 (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and
Biography) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book
is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Encounters in Avalanche Country: A History of Survival in the Mountain
West, 1820-1920 (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Marsha Young:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Encounters in Avalanche Country: A History of
Survival in the Mountain West, 1820-1920 (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and
Biography) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Tony Reed:

Typically the book Encounters in Avalanche Country: A History of Survival in the Mountain West, 1820-



1920 (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) has a lot of information on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after perusing this book.
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