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Edward Said’s Orientalism has been much praised for its account of Western perceptions of the Orient. But
the English-speaking world has for too long been unaware of another classic in the same field which
appeared in France only a year later. Alain Grosrichard’s The Sultan’s Court is a fascinating survey of
Western accounts of “Oriental despotism” in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. It focuses particularly
on portrayals of the Ottoman Empire and the supposedly enigmatic structure of the despot’s court—the
seraglio—with its viziers, janissaries, mutes, dwarfs, eunuchs and countless wives.

Drawing on the writings of travellers and philosophers such as Montesquieu, Rousseau and Voltaire,
Grosrichard goes further than merely cataloguing their intense fascination with the vortex of capriciousness,
violence, cruelty, lust, sexual perversion and slavery which they perceived in the seraglio. Deftly and subtly
using a Lacanian psychoanalytical framework, he describes the process as one in which these leading
Enlightenment figures were constructing a fantastic Other to counterpose their project of a rationally based
society. The Sultan’s Court seeks not to refute the misconceptions but rather explore the nature of the fantasy
and what it can reveal about modern political thought and power relations more generally.”
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Vancleave:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Sultan's Court was making you to know
about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication Sultan's Court is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using
the book Sultan's Court. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Barbara Simon:

This Sultan's Court book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Sultan's Court without
we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry Sultan's Court can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out
to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Sultan's Court having
fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Tyrone Hogans:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Sultan's Court as your daily resource information.

Willie McCall:

The book with title Sultan's Court posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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