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The matriarch of a remarkable African American family, Sally Thomas went from being a slave on a tobacco
plantation to a "virtually free" slave who ran her own business and purchased one of her sons out of bondage.
In Search of the Promised Land offers a vivid portrait of the extended Thomas-Rapier family and of slave
life before the Civil War.
Based on personal letters and an autobiography by one of Thomas' sons, this remarkable piece of detective
work follows the family as they walk the boundary between slave and free, traveling across the country in
search of a "promised land" where African Americans would be treated with respect. Their record of these
journeys provides a vibrant picture of antebellum America, ranging from New Orleans to St. Louis to the
Overland Trail. The authors weave a compelling narrative that illuminates the larger themes of slavery and
freedom while examining the family's experiences with the California Gold Rush, Civil War battles, and
steamboat adventures. The documents show how the Thomas-Rapier kin bore witness to the full gamut of
slavery--from brutal punishment, runaways, and the breakup of slave families to miscegenation, insurrection
panics, and slave patrols. The book also exposes the hidden lives of "virtually free" slaves, who maintained
close relationships with whites, maneuvered within the system, and gained a large measure of autonomy.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Williams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled In Search of the Promised Land: A Slave Family in the Old South (New
Narratives in American History). Try to the actual book In Search of the Promised Land: A Slave Family in
the Old South (New Narratives in American History) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend
when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let
me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Rosalind Bowlin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book In Search of the Promised Land: A
Slave Family in the Old South (New Narratives in American History). All type of book is it possible to see
on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Ella Hodge:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This In Search of the Promised Land:
A Slave Family in the Old South (New Narratives in American History) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Eric Kyler:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. That In Search of the Promised Land: A Slave Family in the Old
South (New Narratives in American History) can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let
me have In Search of the Promised Land: A Slave Family in the Old South (New Narratives in American
History).
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