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The Case for Greatness is a spirited look at political ambition, good and bad, with particular attention to
honorable ambition. Robert Faulkner contends that too many modern accounts of leadership slight such
things as determination to excel, good judgment, justice, and a sense of honor—the very qualities that
distinguish the truly great. And here he offers an attempt to recover “a reasonable understanding of
excellence,” that which distinguishes a Franklin D. Roosevelt and a Lincoln from lesser leaders.
 
Faulkner finds the most telling diagnoses in antiquity and examines closely Aristotle’s great-souled man, two
accounts of the spectacular and dubious Athenian politician Alcibiades, and the life of the imperial
conqueror Cyrus the Great. There results a complex and compelling picture of greatness and its problems.
Faulkner dissects military and imperial ambition, the art of leadership, and, in the later example of George
Washington, ambition in the service of popular self-government. He also addresses modern indictments of
even the best forms of political greatness, whether in the critical thinking of Hobbes, the idealism of Kant,
the relativism and brutalism of Nietzsche, or the egalitarianism of Rawls and Arendt. He shows how modern
philosophy came to doubt and indeed disdain even the best forms of ambition. This book is a nuanced
defense of admirable ambition and the honor-seeking life, as well as an irresistible invitation to apply these
terms to our own times and leaders.
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From reader reviews:

Asia Haynes:

Here thing why this specific The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that
similar with The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Case for
Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics in e-book can be your alternative.

Ryan Young:

This The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten
or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt which?

Darrel Mason:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and
Its Critics.

Michael Barth:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its
Critics to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book



and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside
that the book The Case for Greatness: Honorable Ambition and Its Critics can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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