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Michael Steinberg's highly successful listener's guides--The Symphony and The Concerto--have been
universally praised for their blend of captivating biography, crystal clear musical analysis, and delightful
humor. Now Steinberg follows these two greatly admired volumes with Choral Masterworks, the only such
guide available to this most popular of musical forms.
Here are more than fifty illuminating essays on the classic choral masterworks, ranging from Handel's
Messiah, Bach's Mass in B Minor, and Beethoven's Missa solemnis, to works by Haydn, Brahms,
Mendelssohn, and many others. Steinberg spans the entire history of classical music, from such giants of the
Romantic era as Verdi and Berlioz, to leading modern composers such as Elgar, Rachmaninoff, Vaughan
Williams, and Stravinsky, to contemporary masters such as John Adams and Charles Wuorinen. For each
piece, Steinberg includes a fascinating biographical account of the work's genesis, often spiced with
wonderful asides. The author includes an astute musical analysis of each piece, one that casual music lovers
can easily appreciate and that more serious fans will find invaluable. The book also provides basic
information such as the various movements of the work, the organization of the chorus and orchestra, and
brief historical notes on early performances.
More than twenty million Americans perform regularly in choirs or choruses. Choral Masterworks will
appeal not only to concert goers and CD collectors, but also to this vast multitude of choral performers, an
especially engaged and active community.

"What sets Steinberg's writing apart is its appealing mixture of impregnable authority (he knows this music)
and purely personal asides (by the end of the book, we know this man). Choral Masterworks can be read by
anybody, from a professional musician to any young listener newly braced by the stoic pessimism of the
Brahms 'German Requiem.'" --Washington Post Book World
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Williams:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Choral Masterworks: A Listener's Guide. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book
Choral Masterworks: A Listener's Guide. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that.
In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Tommie Matthews:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Choral Masterworks: A
Listener's Guide that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you can pick Choral Masterworks: A Listener's Guide become your starter.

Bess Malloy:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Choral Masterworks: A Listener's Guide why because the amazing
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Willa Killeen:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Choral Masterworks: A Listener's
Guide can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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