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In this brilliant study, Thomas Pfau argues that the loss of foundational concepts in classical and medieval
Aristotelian philosophy caused a fateful separation between reason and will in European thought. Pfau traces
the evolution and eventual deterioration of key concepts of human agency—will, person, judgment,
action—from antiquity through Scholasticism and on to eighteenth-century moral theory and its critical
revision in the works of Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Featuring extended critical discussions of Aristotle,
Gnosticism, Augustine, Aquinas, Ockham, Hobbes, Shaftesbury, Mandeville, Hutcheson, Hume, Adam
Smith, and Coleridge, this study contends that the humanistic concepts these writers seek to elucidate acquire
meaning and significance only inasmuch as we are prepared positively to engage (rather than historicize)
their previous usages. Beginning with the rise of theological (and, eventually, secular) voluntarism, modern
thought appears increasingly reluctant and, in time, unable to engage the deep history of its own underlying
conceptions, thus leaving our understanding of the nature and function of humanistic inquiry increasingly
frayed and incoherent. One consequence of this shift is to leave the moral self-expression of intellectual
elites and ordinary citizens alike stunted, which in turn has fueled the widespread notion that moral and
ethical concerns are but a special branch of inquiry largely determined by opinion rather than dialogical
reasoning, judgment, and practice. A clear sign of this regression is the present crisis in the study of the
humanities, whose role is overwhelmingly conceived (and negatively appraised) in terms of scientific
theories, methods, and objectives. The ultimate casualty of this reductionism has been the very idea of
personhood and the disappearance of an adequate ethical language. Minding the Modern is not merely a
chapter in the history of ideas; it is a thorough phenomenological and metaphysical study of the roots of
today's predicaments.
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From reader reviews:

Diane McCarthy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Minding the Modern: Human Agency, Intellectual Traditions, and
Responsible Knowledge. Try to stumble through book Minding the Modern: Human Agency, Intellectual
Traditions, and Responsible Knowledge as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mary Cruz:

Often the book Minding the Modern: Human Agency, Intellectual Traditions, and Responsible Knowledge
will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Minding the Modern:
Human Agency, Intellectual Traditions, and Responsible Knowledge is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Suzanne Robbins:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Minding the Modern: Human Agency, Intellectual
Traditions, and Responsible Knowledge why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jasper Parsons:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Minding the Modern: Human Agency, Intellectual
Traditions, and Responsible Knowledge can make you experience more interested to read.
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