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A new kind of songbook emerged in the later fifteenth century: personalized, portable, and lavishly
decorated. Five closely related chansonniers, copied in the Loire Valley region of central France c. 1465-c.
1475, are the earliest surviving examples of this new genre.
The Loire Valley Chansonniers preserve the music of such renowned composers as Guillaume Du Fay,
Johannes Ockeghem, and Antoine Busnoys. But their importance as musical sources has overshadowed the
significance of these manuscripts as artifacts in their own right.
This book places the physical objects at center, investigating the means by which they were produced and the
broader culture in which they circulated. Jane Alden performs a codicological autopsy upon the manuscripts
and reveals the hitherto unrecognized role of scribes in shaping the transmission and reception of the
chanson repertory. Alden also challenges the long-held belief that the Loire Valley Chansonniers were
intended for royal or noble patrons. Instead, she argues that a rising class of bureaucrats--notaries,
secretaries, and other court officials--commissioned these exquisite objects. Active as writers and
participants in poetry competitions, these individuals may even have written some of the chansons' texts.
The unique integration of image, text, and music found in chansonniers extends their appeal to a broad
readership. But for the nineteenth-century scholars who rediscovered these manuscripts, the larger literary
and visual resonances were not of primary interest. Alden documents the tangle of motivations--national
identity, populist politics, and the rise of the musical masterwork--that informed the earliest writings on these
books. Only now is their multifaceted structure the inspiration for a new generation of readers.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

The book Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley Chansonniers (New
Cultural History of Music) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the best thing like a book Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the
Loire Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music)? Some of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley
Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Barry Phelan:

The guide with title Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley
Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Nancy Hunt:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the
Loire Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Julia Watkins:

The book untitled Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley Chansonniers
(New Cultural History of Music) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary



works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read
the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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