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As one of the country's most outspoken critics of standards and testing, and a former inner-city teacher,
Susan Ohanian is no stranger to the "f" word: failure. She often referred to it in her best-seller, One Size Fits
Few, to point out "the folly of educational standards." And now, in her follow-up book, Caught in the
Middle, it's the fulcrum upon which she dares to reveal what schools are really like when nonstandard kids
and a standardized curriculum collide in the classroom.

Offering both a warning and a clarion to teachers everywhere-Susan tells an insider's story of living day in
and day out with students who are not likely to succeed in a world with only one definition of success. In the
first of a series of heart-wrenching and heroic portraits, you'll meet twelve-year-old Sylvia ("Nobody messes
with Sylvia"), who is failing all her courses but, somehow, teams up with the author in a bizarre mutual-aid
arrangement. Next, one by one, you'll get to know Anita (sweet, compliant, and then pregnant) . . . Jimmy
(who discovers fairy tales ten years after all his peers did) . . . Tiffany (unkempt, unwashed, whiny, and then
suddenly transformed into the proud owner of words when introduced to a thesaurus) . . . Jean (teller of tall
tales, including a whopper Susan fell for) . . . Clarice (the most polite kid in school, but with a locker
bursting with stolen goods) . . . and Arnold ("certifiably crazy," but who is always promoted because nobody
wanted him to stay another year).

Although admitting to failure, Caught in the Middle is not a downer. Hope shines through, and it comes, not
from political initiatives or even from wonderful programs, but from individual interactions between teacher
and students; it comes from matters of the heart.

 Visit www.susanohanian.org
Visit Susan Ohanian online for a wealth of information on education issues and to learn more about her.
You'll find commentary, cartoons, letters, resources, quotes and a word of the day offering children a
provocative way to increase their vocabulary.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Wickham:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing
Curriculum. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing Curriculum. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Daniel Ellis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Caught in the
Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing Curriculum suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing
Curriculumis a single of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Helen Rios:

The actual book Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing Curriculum will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a
Killing Curriculum is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Greg Christenson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing Curriculum your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get before. The Caught in the Middle: Nonstandard Kids and a Killing Curriculum
giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
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