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In 1984 Joel and Ethan Coen burst onto the art-house film scene with their neo-noir Blood Simple and ever
since then they have sharpened the cutting edge of independent film. Blending black humor and violence
with unconventional narrative twists, their acclaimed movies evoke highly charged worlds of passion,
absurdity, nightmare realms, and petty human failures, all the while revealing the filmmakers' penchant for
visual jokes and bravura technical strokes. Their central characters may be blind to reality and individual
flaws, but their illusions, dreams, fears, and desires map the boundaries of their worlds—worlds made
stunningly memorable by the Coens.

In The Brothers Grim: The Films of Ethan and Joel Coen, Erica Rowell unmasks the filmmakers as
prankster mythmakers exploiting and subverting universal storytelling modes to further what seems to be
their artistic agenda: to elicit laughs. Often employing satire and allegory, the Coens' movies hold a mirror
up to American society, allowing viewers to both chuckle and gasp at its absurdities, hypocrisies, and
foibles. From business partnerships (Blood Simple, The Ladykillers) to marriage (Intolerable Cruelty) to
friendship and ethics (Miller's Crossing), the breakdowns of relationships are a steady focus in their work.
Often the Coens' satires put broken social institutions in their cinematic crosshairs, exposing cracks in
ineffective penal systems (Raising Arizona; O Brother, Where Art Thou?), unjust justice systems (The Man
Who Wasn't There), a crooked corporate America (The Hudsucker Proxy), unnecessary wars (The Big
Lebowski), a tyrannical Hollywood (Barton Fink), and the unbridled, fatuous pursuit of the American Dream
(Fargo). While audiences may be excused for missing the duo's social commentary, the depth and breadth of
the brothers' films bespeak an intelligence and cultural acuity that is rich, highly topical, and hard to
pigeonhole.
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From reader reviews:

James Blouin:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The
Brothers Grim: The Films of Ethan and Joel Coen book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Shannon Grant:

The feeling that you get from The Brothers Grim: The Films of Ethan and Joel Coen is a more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to know but The Brothers Grim: The Films of Ethan and Joel Coen giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this particular The Brothers Grim: The Films of Ethan
and Joel Coen instantly.

Major Talley:

The book The Brothers Grim: The Films of Ethan and Joel Coen will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Brothers Grim: The Films of Ethan and Joel Coen is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Cary Freeman:

The actual book The Brothers Grim: The Films of Ethan and Joel Coen has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after reading this article book.
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