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Can computer games be great literature? Do the rapidly evolving and culturally expanding genres of digital
literature mean that the narrative mode of discourse?novels, films, television series?is losing its dominant
position in our culture? Is it necessary to define a new aesthetics of cyborg textuality?

In Cybertext, Espen Aarseth explores the aesthetics and textual dynamics of digital literature and its diverse
genres, including hypertext fiction, computer games, computer-generated poetry and prose, and collaborative
Internet texts such as MUDs. Instead of insisting on the uniqueness and newness of electronic writing and
interactive fiction, however, Aarseth situates these literary forms within the tradition of "ergodic" literature?a
term borrowed from physics to describe open, dynamic texts such as the I Ching or Apollinaire's calligrams,
with which the reader must perform specific actions to generate a literary sequence.

Constructing a theoretical model that describes how new electronic forms build on this tradition, Aarseth
bridges the widely assumed divide between paper texts and electronic texts. He then uses the perspective of
ergodic aesthetics to reexamine literary theories of narrative, semiotics, and rhetoric and to explore the
implications of applying these theories to materials for which they were not intended.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Burroughs:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Cybertext: Perspectives
on Ergodic Literature book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Virginia Combs:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature, you are able to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Jane Mansour:

The reserve with title Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature has a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Mary Lewis:

Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Cybertext: Perspectives on
Ergodic Literature but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial pondering.
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