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Nonfiction. In August 1989, a new, independent organization of young Soviet writers hosted the first
international conference for avant-garde writers to be held in the USSR since the Russian Revolution.
"Summer School--Language, Poetry, Consciousness" was a grassroots attempt to harvest the fruits of
glasnost, bringing together poets and scholars from Siberia to San Diego. Attending were four American
writers, Michael Davidson, Lyn Hejinian, Ron Silliman, and Barrett Watten. Leningrad is their collaborative
account of this extraordinary trip. A collection of poetic essays, it is a commentary on the intellectual
revelations that result when post-glasnot Soviet and American intellectuals meet face to face. Some
misunderstandings that arise are funny: one Russian asks the Americans if the Manson family is a TV show;
some are surprising: when asked if she would like feminist literature from the states, a Russian woman
requests the complete poems of Jim Morrison. While each group found inspiration in the other's avant-garde
tradition, they had different definitions of what avant-garde was. American writers were testing their ideals
of Western Marxism; the Marxists they had admired idealized American bourgeois democracy. Intellectually
challenging, this collection is an unusual twist on the meeting of minds from across oceans.
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From reader reviews:

Lidia Hill:

The ability that you get from Leningrad: American Writers in the Soviet Union may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Leningrad: American Writers in the Soviet Union
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
Leningrad: American Writers in the Soviet Union instantly.

Michael Martin:

Beside that Leningrad: American Writers in the Soviet Union in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing
to have Leningrad: American Writers in the Soviet Union because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!

Rex Oswald:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Leningrad: American Writers in the Soviet Union. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Helen Richards:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book
Leningrad: American Writers in the Soviet Union we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Leningrad: American Writers in the
Soviet Union. You can more inviting than now.
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