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In 1961 South Korea was mired in poverty. By 1979 it had a powerful industrial economy and a vibrant civil
society in the making, which would lead to a democratic breakthrough eight years later. The transformation
took place during the years of Park Chung Hee's presidency. Park seized power in a coup in 1961 and ruled
as a virtual dictator until his assassination in October 1979. He is credited with modernizing South Korea,
but at a huge political and social cost.

South Korea's political landscape under Park defies easy categorization. The state was predatory yet
technocratic, reform-minded yet quick to crack down on dissidents in the name of political order. The nation
was balanced uneasily between opposition forces calling for democratic reforms and the Park government's
obsession with economic growth. The chaebol (a powerful conglomerate of multinationals based in South
Korea) received massive government support to pioneer new growth industries, even as a nationwide
campaign of economic shock therapy-interest hikes, devaluation, and wage cuts-met strong public resistance
and caused considerable hardship.

This landmark volume examines South Korea's era of development as a study in the complex politics of
modernization. Drawing on an extraordinary range of sources in both English and Korean, these essays
recover and contextualize many of the ambiguities in South Korea's trajectory from poverty to a sustainable
high rate of economic growth.
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From reader reviews:

Charles English:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Park
Chung Hee Era: The Transformation of South Korea? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Matter:

This The Park Chung Hee Era: The Transformation of South Korea is great reserve for you because the
content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Park Chung Hee Era: The Transformation of South Korea in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer
you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Joshua McIntosh:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Park Chung Hee Era: The Transformation of South
Korea can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Clarine Davidson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
The Park Chung Hee Era: The Transformation of South Korea can make you feel more interested to read.
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