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“It was the first time I’d seen what the ocean may have looked like thousands of years ago.” That’s
conservation scientist Gregory S. Stone talking about his initial dive among the corals and sea life
surrounding the Phoenix Islands in the South Pacific. Worldwide, the oceans are suffering. Corals are dying
off at an alarming rate, victims of ocean warming and acidification—and their loss threatens more than 25
percent of all fish species, who depend on the food and shelter found in coral habitats. Yet in the waters off
the Phoenix Islands, the corals were healthy, the fish populations pristine and abundant—and Stone and his
companion on the dive, coral expert David Obura, determined that they were going to try their best to keep it
that way.
 
Underwater Eden tells the story of how they succeeded, against great odds, in making that dream come true,
with the establishment in 2008 of the Phoenix Islands Protected Area (PIPA). It’s a story of cutting-edge
science, fierce commitment, and innovative partnerships rooted in a determination to find common ground
among conservationists, business interests, and governments—all backed up by hard-headed economic
analysis.
 
Creating the world’s largest (and deepest) UNESCO World Heritage Site was by no means easy or
straightforward. Underwater Eden takes us from the initial dive, through four major scientific expeditions
and planning meetings over the course of a decade, to high-level negotiations with the government of
Kiribati—a small island nation dependent on the revenue from the surrounding fisheries. How could the
people of Kiribati, and the fishing industry its waters supported, be compensated for the substantial income
they would be giving up in favor of posterity? And how could this previously little-known wilderness be
transformed into one of the highest-profile international conservation priorities?
 
Step by step, conservation and its priorities won over the doubters, and Underwater Eden is the stunningly
illustrated record of what was saved. Each chapter reveals—with eye-popping photographs—a different
aspect of the science and conservation of the underwater and terrestrial life found in and around the Phoenix
Islands’ coral reefs. Written by scientists, politicians, and journalists who have been involved in the
conservation efforts since the beginning, the chapters brim with excitement, wonder, and
confidence—tempered with realism and full of lessons that the success of PIPA offers for other ambitious
conservation projects worldwide.
 
Simultaneously a valentine to the diversity, resilience, and importance of the oceans and a riveting account
of how conservation really can succeed against the toughest obstacles, Underwater Eden is sure to enchant
any ocean lover, whether ecotourist or armchair scuba diver.
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From reader reviews:

Richard McCain:

The book Underwater Eden: Saving the Last Coral Wilderness on Earth can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Underwater
Eden: Saving the Last Coral Wilderness on Earth? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Underwater Eden: Saving the Last Coral Wilderness on Earth has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Melvin Wilhelm:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Underwater Eden: Saving the Last Coral
Wilderness on Earth is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Brenda Wright:

The publication untitled Underwater Eden: Saving the Last Coral Wilderness on Earth is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Underwater Eden: Saving the Last Coral
Wilderness on Earth from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Katherine Adkins:

This Underwater Eden: Saving the Last Coral Wilderness on Earth is great guide for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Underwater
Eden: Saving the Last Coral Wilderness on Earth in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this
book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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