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Ira Berlin traces the history of African-American slavery in the United States from its beginnings in the
seventeenth century to its fiery demise nearly three hundred years later.

Most Americans, black and white, have a singular vision of slavery, one fixed in the mid-nineteenth century
when most American slaves grew cotton, resided in the deep South, and subscribed to Christianity. Here,
however, Berlin offers a dynamic vision, a major reinterpretation in which slaves and their owners
continually renegotiated the terms of captivity. Slavery was thus made and remade by successive generations
of Africans and African Americans who lived through settlement and adaptation, plantation life, economic
transformations, revolution, forced migration, war, and ultimately, emancipation.

Berlin's understanding of the processes that continually transformed the lives of slaves makes Generations of
Captivity essential reading for anyone interested in the evolution of antebellum America. Connecting the
"Charter Generation" to the development of Atlantic society in the seventeenth century, the "Plantation
Generation" to the reconstruction of colonial society in the eighteenth century, the "Revolutionary
Generation" to the Age of Revolutions, and the "Migration Generation" to American expansionism in the
nineteenth century, Berlin integrates the history of slavery into the larger story of American life. He
demonstrates how enslaved black people, by adapting to changing circumstances, prepared for the moment
when they could seize liberty and declare themselves the "Freedom Generation."

This epic story, told by a master historian, provides a rich understanding of the experience of African-
American slaves, an experience that continues to mobilize American thought and passions today.
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From reader reviews:

Mavis Strain:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Generations of
Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves to read.

Chris Robins:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer associated with Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves
content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Generations of Captivity: A
History of African-American Slaves is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Cora Snyder:

This Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves are generally reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Generations of Captivity: A History
of African-American Slaves can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Generations of Captivity: A History of African-
American Slaves giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Herlinda Jerkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Generations of Captivity: A



History of African-American Slaves.
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