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Slavery remains one of the United States’ most troubling failings and its complexities have shaped American
ideas about race, economics, politics, and the press since the first days of settlement. Brian Gabrial’s The
Press and Slavery in America, 1791–1859 examines those intersections at times when the nation and the
institution of slavery were most stressed, namely when slavesrevolted or conspired to revolt. Such events
frightened white, slave-owning society to its core and forced public discussions about slavery at times when
supporters of the peculiar institution preferred them to be silent. Gabrial closely reads the mainstream press
during the antebellum years, identifying shifts in public opinion about slavery and changes in popular
constructions of slaves and other black Americans, a group voiceless and nearly invisible in the nation’s
major newspapers. He reveals how political intransigence rooted in racism and economics set the country on
a perilous trajectory toward rebellion and self-destruction.

This volume examines news accounts of five major slave rebellions or conspiracies: Gabriel Prosser’s 1800
Virginia slave conspiracy; the 1811 Louisiana slave revolt; Denmark Vesey’s 1822 slave conspiracy in
Charleston, South Carolina; Nat Turner’s 1831 Southampton County, Virginia, slave revolt; and John
Brown’s 1859 Harper’s Ferry raid. Gabrial situates these stories within a historical and contextual framework
that juxtaposes the transformation of the press into a powerful mass media with the growing politicaldivide
over slavery, illustrating how two American cultures, both asserting claims to founding America, devolved
into enemies over slavery.

What the nineteenth century press reveals in this book are discourses—ways of thinking and
expression—that have retained resonance in contemporary race relations and American politics. They
connect to ideas about the press and technology, changing journalistic practice, and, importantly, the
destruction wrought by the dysfunction of the nation’s political parties.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Pursell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The Press and Slavery in
America, 1791-1859: The Melancholy Effect of Popular Excitement.

Maria Antoine:

The Press and Slavery in America, 1791-1859: The Melancholy Effect of Popular Excitement can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Press and Slavery in America, 1791-1859: The Melancholy Effect of Popular
Excitement yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial pondering.

Barbara Roundtree:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Press and Slavery in America, 1791-1859: The Melancholy Effect of
Popular Excitement why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Leona Tidwell:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called
of book The Press and Slavery in America, 1791-1859: The Melancholy Effect of Popular Excitement.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.
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