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Virgil, Ovid, Cicero, Horace, and other authors of ancient Rome are so firmly established in the Western
canon today that the birth of Latin literature seems inevitable. Yet, Denis Feeney boldly argues, the
beginnings of Latin literature were anything but inevitable. The cultural flourishing that in time produced the
Aeneid, the Metamorphoses, and other Latin classics was one of the strangest events in history.

Beyond Greek traces the emergence of Latin literature from 240 to 140 BCE, beginning with Roman stage
productions of plays that represented the first translations of Greek literary texts into another language. From
a modern perspective, translating foreign-language literature into the vernacular seems perfectly normal. But
in an ancient Mediterranean world made up of many multilingual societies with no equivalent to the text-
based literature of the Greeks, literary translation was unusual if not unprecedented. Feeney shows how it
allowed Romans to systematically take over Greek forms of tragedy, comedy, and epic, making them their
own and giving birth to what has become known as Latin literature.

The growth of Latin literature coincides with a period of dramatic change in Roman society. The powerful
but geographically confined Roman city-state of 320 BCE had conquered all of Italy just fifty years later. By
the time Rome became the unquestioned dominant power in the Mediterranean over the course of the next
century, its citizens could boast of having a distinct vernacular literature, as well as a historical tradition and
mythology, that put them in a unique relationship with Greek culture.
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From reader reviews:

Gonzalo Barnes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Beyond Greek: The Beginnings
of Latin Literature. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Sylvia Harrington:

Beside that Beyond Greek: The Beginnings of Latin Literature in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Beyond Greek: The Beginnings of Latin Literature because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Cora Morrell:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book Beyond Greek: The Beginnings of Latin Literature. You can include your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read.
It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Jason Manuel:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Beyond Greek: The Beginnings of Latin Literature when you required it?
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