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When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, James A. Michener was an obscure textbook editor working in
New York. Within three years, he was a naval officer stationed in the South Pacific. By the end of the
decade, he was an accomplished author, well on the way to worldwide fame.

Michener’s first novel, Tales of the South Pacific, won the Pulitzer Prize. Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein used it as the basis for the Broadway musical South Pacific, which also won the Pulitzer. How
this all came to be is the subject of Stephen May’s Michener’s South Pacific.

An award-winning biographer of Michener, May was a featured interviewee on the fiftieth-anniversary DVD
release of the film version of the musical. During taping, he realized there was much he didn’t know about
how Michener’s experiences in the South Pacific shaped the man and led to his early work.

May delves deeply into this formative and turbulent period in Michener’s life and career, using letters,
journal entries, and naval records to examine how a reserved, middle-aged lieutenant known as "Prof" to his
fellow officers became one of the most successful writers of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Todd:

This Michener's South Pacific book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Michener's South
Pacific without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry Michener's South Pacific can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Michener's South Pacific having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Jamie Hernandez:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Michener's South Pacific is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Jose Johnson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Michener's South Pacific, you could tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Allison Morales:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the Michener's South Pacific when you essential it?
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