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“[A]nd our own dear Monticello, where has Nature spread so rich a mantle under the eye? mountains,
forests, rocks, rivers. with what majesty do we there ride above the storms! how sublime to look down into
the workhouse of nature, to see her clouds, hail, snow, rain, thunder, all fabricated at our feet! and the
glorious Sun, when rising as if out of a distant water, just gilding the tops of the mountains, & giving life to
all nature!” – Thomas Jefferson, letter to Maria Cosway, 1786

Nobody spent more time in the thick of the Revolutionary era than Thomas Jefferson, one of the most
famous and revered Americans. Jefferson was instrumental in all of the debates before the Revolution,
authoring the Declaration of Independence, laying out the ideological groundwork of the notion of states’
rights, leading one of the first political parties, and overseeing the expansion of the United States during his
presidency. But for all of his accomplishments, Jefferson’s reputation and legacy are still inextricably
intertwined with the divisive issues of his own day. As the slaveholder who wrote that all men are created
equal, and his relationship with one of his slaves, Sally Hemings, Jefferson’s life and career are still
sometimes fiercely debated today.

Few Presidents are remembered for their homes, but Jefferson's Monticello is the greatest exception to that
rule, and to this day it remains one of the nation’s most instantly recognizable landmarks. When Jefferson's
father died in 1757, his father’s estate was split between Thomas and his brother, Randolph. Jefferson’s share
equated to about 5,000 acres of land and between 20-40 slaves. Because his father died when Thomas was
only 14, he was not able to legally take hold of this estate until he was 21.

Once Jefferson took formal control of the land, he began constructing his personal estate. Having received
the schooling befitting of a gentleman during the late Enlightenment, Jefferson had a broad liberal arts
education. This gave him some knowledge of architecture. Jefferson himself thus designed Monticello in a
neoclassical mold. He avidly studied the Italian architect Andrea Palladio, and Jefferson's style can therefore
be broadly characterized as Palladian. The construction of Monticello began in 1768, but it remained an
ongoing project for many years. He formally moved into Monticello in 1770, and his wife Martha joined him
there in 1772 after they were married.

The time Jefferson subsequently spent in Europe also affected Monticello. He marveled at the architectural
arts of the continent and studied them closely, which only strengthened his love for classical architecture and
gave him ideas on how to expand his own estate. Ironically, although he had been wealthy all his life (or
perhaps even because of it), Jefferson was a notorious spender who never learned how to operate a budget.
During the twilight of his life, debt was a recurring issue, in large part due to expenses incurred by his work
on Monticello and the University were enormous, and they ultimately depleted his considerable wealth.



Monticello: The History of Thomas Jefferson’s Famous Estate tells the story of the residence most associated
with the third president, and the controversial nature of the man and his property. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn about Monticello like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Locke:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book Monticello: The History of Thomas Jefferson's
Famous Estate seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Monticello: The History of Thomas
Jefferson's Famous Estate is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book Monticello: The History of Thomas Jefferson's Famous Estate. You never truly
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Kathryn Mullins:

Monticello: The History of Thomas Jefferson's Famous Estate can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing
Monticello: The History of Thomas Jefferson's Famous Estate however doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Jo Lee:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Monticello: The History of Thomas Jefferson's Famous Estate can make
you truly feel more interested to read.

Ed Abraham:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Monticello: The History of Thomas Jefferson's Famous Estate we can have more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Monticello: The



History of Thomas Jefferson's Famous Estate. You can more appealing than now.
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