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Maimonides’ Guide of the Perplexed has traditionally been read as an attempt to harmonize reason and
revelation. Another, more recent interpretation takes the contradiction between philosophy and religion to be
irreconcilable, and concludes that the Guide prescribes religion for the masses and philosophy for the elite.
Moving beyond these familiar debates, Josef Stern argues that the perplexity addressed in this famously
enigmatic work is not the conflict between Athens and Jerusalem but the tension between human matter and
form, between the body and the intellect.

Maimonides’ philosophical tradition takes the perfect life to be intellectual: pure, undivided contemplation of
all possible truths, from physics and cosmology to metaphysics and God. According to the Guide, this ideal
cannot be realized by humans. Their embodied minds cannot achieve scientific knowledge of metaphysics,
and their bodily impulses interfere with exclusive contemplation. Closely analyzing the arguments in the
Guide and its original use of the parable as a medium of philosophical writing, Stern articulates Maimonides’
skepticism about human knowledge of metaphysics and his heterodox interpretations of scriptural and
rabbinic parables. Stern shows how, in order to accommodate the conflicting demands of the intellect and the
body, Maimonides creates a repertoire of spiritual exercises, reconceiving the Mosaic commandments as
training for the life of the embodied mind. By focusing on the philosophical notions of matter and form, and
the interplay between its literary form and subject matter, Stern succeeds in developing a unified, novel
interpretation of the Guide.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Flynn:

The book The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Matter and Form of
Maimonides' Guide? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Matter and
Form of Maimonides' Guide has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Carl Speed:

This book untitled The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Terry Tatum:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide was filled regarding science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Martin Song:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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