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Among the most influential poets of the Harlem Renaissance, Langston Hughes is perhaps best remembered
for the innovative use of jazz rhythms in his writing. While his poetry and essays received much public
acclaim and scholarly attention, Hughes’ dramas are relatively unknown. Only five of the sixty-three plays
Hughes scripted alone or collaboratively have been published (in 1963).

Published here, for the first time, are four of Hughes’ most poignant, poetic, and political dramas, Scottsboro
Limited, Harvest (also known as Blood on the Fields), Angelo Herndon Jones, and De Organizer. Each play
reflects Hughes’ remarkable professionalism as a playwright as well as his desire to dramatize the social
history of the African American experience, especially in the context of the labor movements of the 1930s
and their attempts to attract African American workers. Hughes himself counted prominent members of these
leftist groups among his close friends and patrons; he formed a theater group with Whittaker Chambers,
prompting an FBI investigation of Hughes and his writing in the 1930s. These plays, while easily read as
idealistic propaganda pieces for the left, are nonetheless reflective of Hughes’ other more influential and
studied works.

The first scholar to offer a systematic study of Hughes’ plays, Susan Duffy provides an informed
introduction as well as a detailed analysis of each of the four plays. Duffy also establishes that De Organizer,
a collaboration with noted jazz pianist and composer James P. Johnson (who also wrote its score) was indeed
performed by the Labor Stage.

By making these forgotten texts available, and by presenting them within a scholarly discussion of 1930s
leftist political movements, Duffy seeks to spark a renewed interest in Langston Hughes as an American
playwright and political figure.  
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From reader reviews:

Linda Manuel:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Political Plays of Langston Hughes will
make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Darryl Payton:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Political Plays of Langston Hughes. All
type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Michael Espy:

The Political Plays of Langston Hughes can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Political Plays of
Langston Hughes but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage
of crucial imagining.

Clarissa Holland:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Political Plays of Langston Hughes can make you sense more interested to read.
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