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As banks crashed, belts tightened, and cupboards emptied across the country, American prisons grew fat.
Doing Time in the Depression tells the story of the 1930s as seen from the cell blocks and cotton fields of
Texas and California prisons, state institutions that held growing numbers of working people from around
the country and the world overwhelmingly poor, disproportionately non-white, and displaced by economic
crisis. Ethan Blue paints a vivid portrait of everyday life inside Texas and California's penal systems. Each
element of prison life from numbing boredom to hard labor, from meager pleasure in popular culture to
crushing pain from illness or violence demonstrated a contest between keepers and the kept. From the
moment they arrived to the day they would leave, inmates struggled over the meanings of race and manhood,
power and poverty, and of the state itself. In this richly layered account, Blue compellingly argues that
punishment in California and Texas played a critical role in producing a distinctive set of class, race, and
gender identities in the 1930s, some of which reinforced the social hierarchies and ideologies of New Deal
America, and others of which undercut and troubled the established social order. He reveals the underside of
the modern state in two very different prison systems, and the making of grim institutions whose power
would only grow across the century.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Murphy:

The book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History
and Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So why must we leave the good thing like a book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and
California Prisons (American History and Culture)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American
History and Culture) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Tara Carlson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday
Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and Culture) book as starter and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Pat Clark:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and
Culture), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a publication.

Andrew Jefferson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday
Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and Culture) book written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger



then you still doubt Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American
History and Culture) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can
break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.
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