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Once the second-largest steam locomotive builder in the U.S., American Locomotive Company (Alco)
produced 75,000 locomotives, among them such famous examples as the 4-6-4 Hudsons and 4-8-4 Niagaras
built for the New York Central, and the 4-6-6-4 Challengers and 4-8-8-4 Big Boys built for the Union
Pacific.  Alco Locomotives is the first book to tell the full story of this company central to American railroad
history—and beloved by railfans for its rich heritage and its underdog appeal. Noted rail historian Brian
Solomon looks back at the founding of Schenectady Locomotive Works in 1848 and proceeds to cover that
company’s merger with several smaller locomotive builders in 1901 to form Alco. Solomon describes the
locomotives that made Alco’s name around the world, from the standard designs like Mikados, Atlantics,
and Mallets to the more powerful and flashy post–World War I models. His detailed, richly illustrated
narrative re-creates the drama of a tough, ambitious company in the American tradition—rising again and
again to the demands of an ever-changing industry and economy.
 
Solomon also covers Alco electrics (built in partnership with GE), as well as the company’s successful and
quirky diesel offerings, including the RS-2 and RS-3 road switchers, FA/FB road freight units, PA road
passenger diesel, and the wares of Canadian affiliate Montreal Locomotive Works. Enlivened by numerous
historical photographs, modern images, curious details, and firsthand accounts, this history is a complete,
fascinating, and fitting tribute to a true icon of American railroading.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Varga:

This Alco Locomotives book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Alco
Locomotives without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Alco Locomotives can bring once you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Alco
Locomotives having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Emilie Lechner:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Alco Locomotives is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Dorothy Betancourt:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Alco Locomotives, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Mary Adamczyk:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Alco Locomotives can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person
who have those short free time problems.
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