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In the religious systems of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Mediterranean, gods and demigods were
neither abstract nor distant, but communicated with mankind through signs and active intervention. Men and
women were thus eager to interpret, appeal to, and even control the gods and their agents. In Prayer, Magic,
and the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World, a distinguished array of scholars explores the many
ways in which people in the ancient world sought to gain access to—or, in some cases, to bind or escape
from—the divine powers of heaven and earth.

Grounded in a variety of disciplines, including Assyriology, Classics, and early Islamic history, the fifteen
essays in this volume cover a broad geographic area: Greece, Egypt, Syria-Palestine, Mesopotamia, and
Persia. Topics include celestial divination in early Mesopotamia, the civic festivals of classical Athens, and
Christian magical papyri from Coptic Egypt. Moving forward to Late Antiquity, we see how Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam each incorporated many aspects of ancient Near Eastern and Graeco-Roman religion
into their own prayers, rituals, and conceptions. Even if they no longer conceived of the sun, moon, and the
stars as eternal or divine, Christians, Jews, and Muslims often continued to study the movements of the
heavens as a map on which divine power could be read.

The reader already familiar with studies of ancient religion will find in Prayer, Magic, and the Stars both old
friends and new faces. Contributors include Gideon Bohak, Nicola Denzey, Jacco Dieleman, Radcliffe
Edmonds, Marvin Meyer, Michael G. Morony, Ian Moyer, Francesca Rochberg, Jonathan Z. Smith, Mark S.
Smith, Peter Struck, Michael Swartz, and Kasia Szpakowska.

Published as part of Penn State's Magic in History series, Prayer, Magic, and the Stars appears at a time of
renewed interest in divination and occult practices in the ancient world. It will interest a wide audience in the
field of comparative religion as well as students of the ancient world and late antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Price:

The book Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a
book Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World? Several of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique
World has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Leonard Palmer:

This Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World is brand new way for you who has
interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Antonio Batts:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in the Ancient and Late
Antique World was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Prayer, Magic, and
the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Quincy Nelson:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Prayer, Magic, and the
Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World. You can more pleasing than now.
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