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"A definitive tome for both Who fans and newcomers alike" - Q Magazine

Pete Townshend was once asked how he prepared himself for The Who's violent live performances. His
answer? 'Pretend you're in a war.' For a band as prone to furious infighting as it was notorious for acts of
'auto-destructive art' this could have served as a motto.

Between 1964 and 1969 The Who released some of the most dramatic and confrontational music of the
decade, including 'I Can't Explain', 'My Generation' and 'I Can See For Miles'. This was a body of work
driven by bitter rivalry, black humour and dark childhood secrets, but it also held up a mirror to a society in
transition. Now, acclaimed rock biographer Mark Blake goes in search of its inspiration to present a unique
perspective on both The Who and the sixties.

From their breakthrough as Mod figureheads to the rise and fall of psychedelia, he reveals how The Who, in
their explorations of sex, drugs, spirituality and class, refracted the growing turbulence of the time. He also
lays bare the colourful but crucial role played by their managers, Kit Lambert and Chris Stamp. And - in the
uneasy alliance between art-school experimentation and working-class ambition - he locates the motor of the
Swinging Sixties.

As the decade closed, with The Who performing Tommy in front of 500,000 people at the Woodstock
Festival, the 'rock opera' was born. In retrospect, it was the crowning achievement of a band who had already
embraced pop art and the concept album; who had pioneered the power chord and the guitar smash; and who
had embodied - more so than any of their peers - the guiding spirit of the age: war.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Castaneda:

The book Pretend You're In A War: The Who & the Sixties can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Pretend You're In A War: The Who
& the Sixties? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Pretend You're In A War:
The Who & the Sixties has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Archie Williams:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Pretend You're In A War: The Who & the Sixties as
your daily resource information.

Joseph Mattie:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is Pretend You're In A War: The Who & the Sixties. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Helen Christopher:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Pretend You're In A War: The Who & the Sixties when you required it?
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