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The story of Willie Mays's rookie year with the Negro American League's Birmingham Black Barons, the
Last Negro World Series, and the making of a baseball legend

Baseball Hall of Famer Willie Mays is one of baseball's endearing greats, a tremendously talented and
charismatic center fielder who hit 660 career homeruns, collected 3,283 hits, knocked in 1,903 runs, won 12
Gold Glove Awards and appeared in 24 All-Star games. But before Mays was the "Say Hey Kid", he was
just a boy. Willie's Boys is the story of his remarkable 1948 rookie season with the Negro American League's
Birmingham Black Barons, who took a risk on a raw but gifted 16-year-old and gave him the experience,
confidence, and connections to escape Birmingham's segregation, navigate baseball's institutional racism,
and sign with the New York Giants. Willie's Boys offers a character-rich narrative of the apprenticeship
Mays had at the hands of a diverse group of savvy veterans who taught him the ways of the game and the
world.

Sheds new light on the virtually unknown beginnings of a baseball great, not available in other books●

Captures the first incredible steps of a baseball superstar in his first season with the Negro League's●

Birmingham Black Barons
Introduces the veteran group of Negro League players, including Piper Davis, who gave Mays an●

incredible apprenticeship season
Illuminates the Negro League's last days, drawing on in-depth research and interviews with remaining●

players
Explores the heated rivalry between Mays's Black Barons and Buck O'Neil's Kansas City Monarchs ,●

culminating in the last Negro League World Series
Breaks new historical ground on what led the New York Giants to acquire Mays, and why he didn't sign●

with the Brooklyn Dodgers, New York Yankees, or Boston Red Sox

Packed with stories and insights, Willie's Boys takes you inside an important part of baseball history and the
development of one of the all-time greats ever to play the game.
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From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

Here thing why that Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World
Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or
not. Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World Series, and the
Making of a Baseball Legend giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black
Barons, The Last Negro League World Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World Series, and the Making
of a Baseball Legend in e-book can be your option.

David Shetler:

This book untitled Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World
Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Brittany Schafer:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, The Last Negro League World Series, and the Making
of a Baseball Legend offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Greg Christenson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black
Barons, The Last Negro League World Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend was bright colored and
of course has pictures around. As we know that book Willie's Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons,
The Last Negro League World Series, and the Making of a Baseball Legend has many kinds or variety. Start



from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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